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SERMON 
Preach'd ns 
SOCIETY 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


in Sydbury, 
On a LORDSD AY Evening, 
Ofober 173 0. 


By William Gb, ; A M. 


Paſtor of a Church there. 
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Tit. ii. 1 Teaching us, _ denying ungodlineſs, and 
worldly luſts, e ſhould live ſoberly, righreouſly and 
godly in this 7 ſent world. 

2 Tim. ii. 22. Flee alſo yourbful Luſts.--- 
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Preachd to 4 SOCIETY 
e 
Young People. 
Lobo boToLorobotobo ot poLotolo Lobo boboboto Betoro of 
1. PETER II. Chap. 11. v. 


Dearly beloved, I beſeech you abſtain 
from fleſhly luſts which war againſi the 
Saul. 


FEES HE Words now read, are a 

general Exhortation, the Apoſtle 
gives to thoſe, to whom he di- 
rects this Epiſtle, and it is made 
to them in the utmoſt compaſ- 
WIS) Yy g] ſion and tenderneſs, with the 
— vTrcatcit humility & meekneſs; 
Dearly beloved, I beſeech you, Ke. He does it, 
that the exhortation might the more agreably 
flide jnto, and be the more likely to fix on the 
Mind. 
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2 A Sermon Preachd to 


Mind. This may be the grand deſign of this 
tenderneſs, and of his friendly Language: A 
good Example to be followed by the Goſpel 
Miniſter. And having laid ſo good à founda- 
tion by his foft and tender addreſs, for the en- 
tertainment of his Exhortation, he proceeds di- 
rectly to the Matter of it; and that is the moſt 
weighty and important. He perſwades them 
to abſtain from fleſbly buſts. By fleſhly luſts 
I would underſtand in general, all znordinate 
cravings and deſires of the Soul after /en/uat 

Objacts, after the groſs enjoyments of the pre- 
ſeat Life & World. This is the light & view 
I purpoſe to conſider theſe Luſts in, and no doubt 
is the true meaning of them in the Text. L 
know they are frequently elfewhere taken in 
a different & more reſtrained ſenſe. Sometimes 
they intend ſome particular gro/5 as of Vice 
which flow fromLuft in the Heart, as the Streams 
do from the Fountain; and ſo thoſe Sins menti- 
oned Chap. 4. v. 4. of this Epiſtle, are called the 
Luſis of the Gentiles. Sometimes they intend 
the general Corruption of the Nature; fome- 
times the deſires after, and the groſs as of Un. 
cleaneſs. But I would take them here in the 
{argeſt ſenſe, to mean all 2wor/dly Lnfts, the 


ſame with that, Tit. 2.12. And as all theſe in 


particular, ſo all other kinds in general of theſe 
feſhly Luſts are to be avoided, and abſtained 

from, and not to be indulged. And this weigh» _ 
ty advice, the Apoſtls backs and enſoroes —_ 
| | | We 


a Society of Toung People. Mb 
gauo of the moſt important Reaſons in the 
World, with two of the moſt moving Argu- 
ments; the one is drawn from our unſetled State 
and Condition in the preſent World. As Pil- 
grims and Strangers. We all know with 
what carcleſnoſs and indifference Travellers 
abroad in the World are wont tv treat the 
Objects they meet with: Theſe they are 
not wont to be much affected with, looking 
upon themſelves as abſent from an quickly to 
return home. And ſuch ſhoulg ou? carriage be 
towards the enjoyments of the preſent World, 
we ſhould carry it with the like coldneſs and in- 
difference towards them. The other Argu- 
ment is taken from the great danger of indulg- 
ing theſe fleſhly Luſts, and the great ror 

and injury they will moſt certainly do theSoul * 
they war againſt it, and if indulged, will be 


likely to gain the victory and conqueſt oyer it, 
and finally will ruin & deſtroy it. And altho* 
both theſe Arguments are very weighty and 
forccable to perſwade Men to abſtain from 

leſhly Luſts; it is the Jaft of them only, even 
a8 they will be exceeding hurtful and injurious 
to the Soul, that I purpoſe in the preſent Di/- 
| Courſe to confine my elf to; rho! the other 
may haye ſome place in the Diſcourſe. And 
the general Ob/ervation I ſhall make as the 
q and foundation of the Diſcourſe ſhall be 
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OBSER. That we ſbould abſtain from the 

inordinate indulgence of Aae Luſts, as 
they are very hurtful and injurious to the 
Soul. | b | 


- ſay ſinful or inordihate Indulgence of feſbly 


Luſts, becauſe taking of fleſhly Luſts in one 


ſenſe, the indulgence of them is lawful, and ſo 
cannot be hurtful or injurious to the Soul. 


Man in his ywoConſtituent parts is Body & Soul. 
And there are the Luſts or deſires of the Body 


after theſe and thoſe. ſenſble ObjeFs, after 
thoſe things that are neceſſary to the ſupport 
and comfort of it. And theſe deſires are im- 
planted on purpoſe to move Mankind to pur- 


fue thoſe things that are in ſuch reſpects neceſ- 
ſary for the Body, to render it eaſy and happy. 
And it would moſt certainly carry in it a groſs 
reflection upon the great Creator and wiſe Au- 
thor of our Being, to ſuppoſe that He had made 
us with theſe deſires, and all in vain; yea, and 
when it muſt needs be a Crime in us to ſeek af- 


ter the gratification, or the ſatisſaction of them. 


But it is ſo tar from this, that 60D Himſelf is 


pleaſed to propound thefe ſenſible things to us 
as ſo many motives or arguments, to perfwade 
us to the practice of Religion. How often is 
He pleaſed to make the promiſes of Temporal 
Rewards to Mankind, to encourage them to 
Obedience. The arguments like that, in ob 36. 11. 
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and 1 farc happy, when woes 
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wherein the Soul &. the Bibdy bear io intimate 


arelation. to one ànotherocult is then the inorv 


dinate indulgence of theſe Defines, that now 
falls under Conſideration, y and is. ſo injurious to 
the Soul And ho hyjrtfuland i 
Fs to yr pre exceeding: hard 
to declare. Pliere is na one neſpect that can be 


tho't on, wherein theft fleſhly Luſts inordinate- 
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important and comprehenſive Inſtances 4 
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of GODjwith the Angels, thoſe 
thoſe bright Intelligences. 


By this we ftand 


nealy related to theWorld above. While the 


other part of u, the Body was formed out of the 
Do made of the ſame vile Materials, 2 
inferiour Creation was made of; 
edunt-of this, we very much. ble and ſtand. 
nearly — to tie World below: and while 
this Body is th 

Spiritual and-Immortal;endowed:with the exal- 
ted Powers of Underftaiiding,' Willing,Chuſing, 
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has not ſtupified &finned a y his Conſcience, it 
is impoſſible but that he ſhould be always 
and diſcontented, and his Soul like the troubled 


Sen. What can the lively a 1 of the 


Wrath of G00 produce in but up- 


r to be the true State of à Sinnenthat ] 


enjoys no true Peace, He may ſeem out-" 
y Eaſy and Merry; but alas! it is only” 


Aon Ap Tech outward: Could we but tetire 


into the Breaſt of ſuch a Man, we ſhould. find 


That inthe midi 


d the Prophet in the moſt lively 
preſents their reſtleſneſa, 
when raffied by a Storm or Tempeſt, whoſe 
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quence of a ſenſual Life, but this uneaſineſa and 
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muſt forever be a ſtranger to, let him be in what 


ſoever. This is generally the Sinners 
except by the repeated Acts of Vice, and the 45 
quent indulgence of fleſhly Lala. his Conſci- 
ence is grown callous & ſtupid; ; which is a Con- 
dition next to deſperate; er While he that 18 
awake and in danger, is "likeito: uſe Means for 
his „ hei that is aſleep periſhes without 
Tho't or Care. And as the indulgence of theſe 


tends to deſtroy. the Peace of che Os While 


the Man Lives; , 1 Noim os 
a. They have the ſame tendency when. Mew. 
Jamar gray Xvigh And truly, however Men for. 

preſent may amuſe and ſtifle their guilty 
then they will be boiſterous and brraic 


forth; and if they are not prevented by the vi- 
olence and ſtu 


e Soul with uproar and 


diſcontent? If the Man that has led ſuch a 
Life when he comes to Die be awake there is 


nothing moſt: certainly in that gloomy Hour, 


chat can poſſibly be a ſolid Foundation of Peace 


and Qomfort to him, let him caſt his Tho ts 


which: way he will. Suppoſe he then runs back 
in his IThoꝰ ts upon the paſt Pallages of his Life, 


he finds them all filld up in-the gratification of 


his Luſts; finds his whole Life to have bern 


ſpent in pamperingthe Body, aud in fervi 84 


— vail 4 


jon of the bodily Diſeaſe; 


. 


CO — -_ 


vu 


ont Ad ian that he can reft: 


det a 


” ˙2Võ — — * - 


Amp denen 8 
the Intereſts and the Deſires of it. And all the 
Whilechis has been never once thot on to 
a berb but left ſtarving and dying. 3. no- 
thing done for the Safety and Happinels of it. 
* be ariy ground of Pearce in this, thus to 
run bac k in his Theta for Vears paſtbeit Twenty, 
Thirty,.ot Forty Tears , and find nut 
| isfied in ? hone 
but muſt needs atiminiſter- er wer & terror ta 
him And if he tooks ianrd, turns in upon 
the Fho ts of hisSoul, will the proſpect be mort 
comfortable than to reflect upon the Aſtibha of 
Nu Life e eg No! Ttrere he finds. tlic 
ima ther tho'ts of his Soul to have 
i and that continual iy. Hhꝛere 
he nds all the Powers of his Soul diſordered and 
defiled by thoſe ſenſual Luſts, that his Whole Eife 
has been ſpent in the 
his Underſtanding deſtituſſe oſ the Kriowledgs 
of things Spiritual & Divine; | fuch groſs: Ig- 
norance that the things of che Spirit of GODare 
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s chuſim them, and full ofenmity againſt 
D, and refyiing any ſubjection to Him and 
Hi 1 aW. And ro a lively ſenſe of theſe 
chings there we ſhall findConſcience rouzing like. 
an angry Lion, and arraigning & condemning 
the. Sinner forall üs ſinful Indulgentes and 
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No *etily,” notlling but diſtreſs and 
guiſh And ſe he caits his Eyes ao nd 
Him; there He beholds no, ground of Com- 
fort ot Relief neither. He beholds, it may be, 
Mis 61d Compabibns in Sin and Wijckedneis, thoie 
that 3 tempreq him, and thoſe that N. has 
tempted- into theſe. and thoſe Vices: But all 
re onfy ſo many Remernbrancerg of bis 
Sim and Guilt) unto him, and ſo many additions 
to His preſent {Miſery — — And he 
eo, 614 others alſo, that may drop a Teat 
Bond dh Diftreſs!and Anguiſh, and in ten- 
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every Rope is ſo full of horror. H 
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And 1. this confuſion, the unhappy Creature 
Repent & cannot; he knows, 
not Where to begin this, i tobuſineſa, nor 
where to end: and in this confuſion, the bodily; 
diſeaſe draws on apace, and ſhuta up the Scene 
of his unhappy Li ©; landan this dreadful hor- 
ror he dies. Are not theih,.theſtleſhly Lats 
inexpreſſibly injirions to the Sui when they 
lay-fach' a tion or its miſery; While the 
Senſualiſt Liv'd;' and when he came to Die.? 
1 To And A blot or f volt : Trioe 2: 
4. 4. If we | follow: the Gu into the ſeparate | 
Srary, there we ſhalbtind how :inftnitcly more 
injurious: theſe Luſta ure unto it. 1 Where the 
Soul ib immediately lodged upon its ſeparation, 
fro the Body; ini what Place, ma not be ſo 
caſy pethiaps to determine 3 tho' in fa different: 
Placeʒ it may be, frm what it will be aſter the 
Reſittreftion' of the Body, and the final Judgy 
ment. Wherever the Place b owhether in fare 
diſmal Cavern, ſome ey Va under ground, 
it is certainly where the Soul is;miſerable,;, a 
happy beyond all tho't and; expreſſion; , , 
immediately ed with Sinners like it 12 
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